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may include. I am rather sceptical of Hirota's committing himself
to me even informally to anything more specific than his nebulous
three points, but it might do no harm to try to create an opening
for negotiations. I once helped to stave off war between Turkey and
Greece ; it would be a tremendous satisfaction to help to stop the war
between Japan and China.
The Department replied immediately, leaving to my discretion
the action proposed but suggesting that it might be well not to make
the approach specifically for the purpose stated but to utilize some
opportunity to broach the subject when I was seeing Hirota about
something else. I certainly appreciate the latitude the Department
allows me and the fact that it almost always " suggests " rather than
" directs."
Having got that particular telegram off, I then held a series of
conferences with Craigie, both at our Embassy and his, with Dooman
participating in the final drafting of a telegram which, it was sug-
gested, we should send identically to our respective Governments
to help the Brussels Conference. In brief, the idea is that if good
offices or mediation are to result from the Conference, the Conference
must take care not to go beyond its mandate of attempting " to
promote peace by agreement" and it should avoid expressing
judgment as to the origins of the conflict or the responsibilities in-
volved. The more the Conference can maintain impartiality, the
better will be the prospect of eventually successful mediation.
Furthermore, mediation, if undertaken at all, should be entrusted
to one power, preferably to the United States or Great Britain, and
not to a group of powers or to America and Great Britain acting
together, for this would imply an element of pressure, and foreign
pressure, or any semblance of it, would be resisted to the last
ditch. The Conference, too, should carefully consider the possible
effects of its proceedings on the internal situation here. Hirota's
position is shaky ; the military and the chauvinists want Matsuoka to
take his place, and if that should happen, not only would we have
to expect even greater ruthlessness in China, but American and
British interests here would inevitably suffer. The war spirit here is
noticeably growing.
We were able to subscribe to the essential part of the proposed
identic telegram and the final draft, which was satisfactory to both
Craigie and myself, was dispatched about 7 in the evening and I
hope it will be sent on to Norman Davis and Eden in Brussels and
that it may influence the tactics of the Conference. Our French
colleagues agreed to telegraph in the same general sense to Paris. I
felt that we had done a good day's work.
Craigie was very much perturbed to-day ; Anglo-Japanese relations
are about as bad as they can be ; three more British soldiers have
been killed in Shanghai, probably by Japanese shells, and the anti-
Japanese feeling in England is steadily growing. He is worrying too
about the organization of a new Japanese fleet, the Fourth Fleet, and

